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A Study of Support System Towards Foreign Careworkers in Japan

OQueri, Imelda
HEBUENTIES #TATRTEY =T Ry 7 A, SIHRER T L 2 =7 A @BHLFE R

College of Community and Human Service, Rikkyo University)

[Purpose]

Based on Economic Partnership Agreement of Japan in the year 2006 to the Philippines, year 2008 to
Indonesia, year 2009 to Vietnam, movement of Careworkers would be allowed to practice their profession in
Japan provided they meet the necessary requirements. Such as, undergo skills and language training and pass the
national examination. To date, the number of accepted Foreign Careworkers in Japan was 1,501 and the number of
Careworkers who passed the national examination was 320(21.3% of the total number of accepted Careworkers).

The aim this study was to examine the support system towards Filipinos, Indonesians, and Vietnamese

Careworkers under Economic Partnership Agreement.

[Method]
To examine the support system of the Japanese government towards foreign Careworkers, data were gathered
through database. Also, interviewed were conducted from organizations to identify their support programs.

Furthermore, recent studies and presentations from accepting Institutions were gathered and analyzed.

[Results and Conclusions]

The results of the study indicated that foreign Careworkers in Japan under Economic Partnership Agreement
experienced the equality of support from Japanese government and other organizations which more focused on
language training program and assisting them on how to pass the national examination.

On the other hand, this study showed that the accepting Institutions implemented different strategies of
support towards their foreign Careworkers. Such as allowing them to study the Level 2 Home Helper, letting them
experience the lifestyle in Japan through various programs. However, a number of accepting institutions allowed
their foreign Careworkers to study by themselves to pass the national examination.

To conclude, these support system of the Japanese government, organizations, and accepting Institutions
demonstrate that there has been progress in the field of foreign Caregiving in Japan. However, it is essential to
address that other foreign Careworkers were not fully supported by their accepting Institutions. Obviously, the
language is a major barrier and intercultural knowledge is indispensable to gradually decrease the challenges of
foreign Careworkers in Japan.

It is hoped that this symposium will provide some hints for the future direction of foreign caregiving in Japan.

iquerimel@yahoo.com
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