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To clarify the health status and medical problems of homeless people, we investigated the inpatients to an emergency
hospital at Nishinari-ku in Osaka city. Medical cost of emergency patients who have no health insurance card and no money
is paid from welfare office by the Livelihood Protection Law. More than half of homeless emergency patients in Osaka City
were carried to K hospital at Nishinari-ku. These patients are dealt as the cases under the Livelihood Protection Law. Almost
patients were men. Their diseases were divided into three groups, first is disease related to life conditions such as

undernourishment, anemia, a gastro-enteric disease and pneumonia, second is disease related to lifestyle disease such as high



blood pressure and diabetes mellitus, and third is disease related to drinking habits such as liver functional failure. They
had several bad health habits. Smoker and drinker are more popular than general population. About 10% patient had
experience of admission because of the alcohol dependence. About 30% patient had an excessive drinking habit. About
10% patients had a withdrawal symptom for alcohol dependency. About 15% person had the past history of tuberculosis.
1.8% patient diagnosed as active tuberculosis after admission and transferred tuberculosis hospital. As these people has little
opportunity for health check-ups and outpatient service, the early detection of disease such as tuberculosis, high blood
pressure and diabetes is important for these people but medical service for these people was limited to emergency care under
the existing medical system. By admission of emergency hospital, they can recover their general conditions and nourishment
and get a rest for the life difficulties. The medical control about high blood pressure and high blood glucose to inpatients
were left along after the discharge from the hospital. As for the state of tooth, almost people lost their tooth because of little
opportunity of consulting a dentist. Recently, many patients already had gone on welfare service before the emergency
admission. But it couldn't be said that it was a fundamental solution of a health control problem that people was on welfare.
In the present situation, medical care for homeless people was supplied as combined services among the emergency care
system, an emergency hospital and a welfare office. From now on, adding these services, health checkups service and
outpatient medical service should be supplied for these people. Coordination among public sector, private sector and the
related organizations is very important to health maintenance and support for these people. We should construct a fully
worked-out plan concerned about medical care system for homeless people because the present care system is very expensive

and is not fitted to their medical need.
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