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Labor and Human Rights for Color Defective People
--Revision of the Standard of Color Vision Test for the Small Boat Drivers License--
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There has been a long history of discrimination against color defective people in Japan. A series of color blind test

charts called the Ishihara Test Chart, published in 1916, has led the Japanese people to believe that people who misread the

chart must be color handicapped.

Ministries are now moving away from ophthalmologic tests and working to develop

practical tests for people in various occupations. One example of such follows. In 1993 | was appointed to serve on the

former Ministry of Transport’s Committee to Investigate Signal Color Ability in

Small Boat Operators, and since that time |

insisted that standards should be made for on-site or practical evaluations of color vision ability. In 2003, | was appointed

again to the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport’s newly inaugurated Exploratory Committee for Small Boat

Operators’ Signal Color Ability. Reflecting the proposals of myself and my colleagues, the law was revised so that the current

standard is no longer an ophthalmologic

test, but a newly developed device to test the color discrimination ability needed by

small boat operators. This means that the Ishihara Color Blindness Test, which was the standard since 1933, and the Panel

D-15 test are no longer used to evaluate the color vision ability of applicants.
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