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An interview survey of people with health disorders after atomic bombing exposure

Comparison with nonexposed persons

Project 04” KUMAMOTO Survey of Health Disorders in Hibakusha 2004

Yoshio Muta

Heiwa Clinic of Kuwamizu Hospital

People who were not exposed to A-bomb radiation (non-hibakusha) were used as a control group to clarify the status of the A-

bomb-related disorders in radiation victims who were 2 km or more from the hypocenter or who entered the city after the

bombing (distant and entrant hibakusha, respectively). The disorders were investigated by interviewing 278 radiation victims

(hibakusha). Sixty-five percent of the 220distant  or entrant hibakusha responded that they had symptoms suggestive of acute

disorders, and 12.7% of the same group reported hair loss. The difference in the numbers of hibakusha and non-hibakusha with

the onset of disease were examined using pairs matched 1:1 for age and sex. Malignant tumors (excluding leukemia and multiple

myeloma) appeared at twice the rate in distant and entrant hibakusha than in non-hibakusha, and this difference was statistically

significant. The appearance of 11 diseases including leukemias (comprising five diseases such as leukopenia) and herpes zoster

was statistically greater in hibakusha. It is presumed that both distant and entrant hibakusha suffer from acute symptoms and

delayed effects from the atomic bombing, and it is necessary to consider the radiation exposure from residual radiation.
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