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Current problems in medical social work for epilepsy patients
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Abstract

"The social work profession promotes social change, problem solving in human relationships and the
empowerment and liberation of people to enhance well-being. Utilizing theories of human behaviors and social
systems, social work intervenes at the points where people interact with their environments. Principles of human
rights and social justice are fundamental to social work” (International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW), 2000).

In Japan, the dawn of the epilepsy movement was the formation of an epilepsy patient group in the 1970s. Since
then, participation by social workers in epilepsy care has come to be expected.

The results of a recent survey conducted by the Japanese Epilepsy Association also reported the necessity
of social workers. However, the situation regarding today’s epilepsy patients are complicated by such medical
and social problems as treatment lag (the speed with which the diagnosis is made and treatment is started after
the onset of spasms), second opinions, social participation, self-reliance support, and employment support. Social
workers need to deal with these problems. In the present study, the results of early and modern epilepsy studies
were analyzed in relation to the above-mentioned definition of social work, in order to identify and organize

current problems with medical social work for epilepsy patients.
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