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Abstract

In Japan, a shortage of physicians, including pediatricians and obstetricians has become a social issue recently.
The Japanese government has tried to improve the situation by more effective allocation of medical resources,
including physicians. Therefore, functions of hospitals and patient consultation behaviors should be clarified. The
aim of this study was to determine patient consultation behaviors in Aichi Prefecture by calculating ratios of
hospitalized patients in the secondary medical district where the patients reside. The datasets we used were
2002 Disease Classification by Major Diagnostic Category (MDC) , and the Aichi Prefecture Healthcare Planning
Study in 2004. The datasets were analyzed with secondary medical district and MDC 14.15 (pediatrics) and
12 (obstetrics) . The results indicate that demarcations of secondary medical districts in Aichi Prefecture are
not appropriate in terms of patient consultation behaviors for pediatrics and obstetrics. For better allocation of
resources it may be necessary to adopt the idea of consultation districts that overlap each other instead of medical

care districts.

F—— N FESWME (MDC : major diagnostic category) 73, “IRIEFE , /NERFE R AR ARG EEE
Key words: major diagnostic category (MDC) , Secondary medical district, Pediatrics and obstetrics and

gynecology, Lifestyle medical district
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