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Abstract

Current understanding of the situation of status offenders (in danger of crime) who exhibit a wide range of
juvenile delinquency behaviors should not be considered sufficient. We conducted an interview study of status
offenders on downtown streets in the middle of the night from September 2007 to September 2009. We directly
contacted adolescent boys and girls (under 18 years old) who wandered the downtown area in the dead of night
and asked them questions about their life, reproductive health, and mental health through questionnaires based on
Borderline Personality Disorder of DSM-IV-TR criteria. We found serious cases that have dangerous connections
with illicit activities and those that threaten to damage their lives. Most of them have no place in their family, and
some of them are battered and/or neglected by their parents. Criminal elements tempt children into drugs and
prostitution on the street or in clubs or karaoke bars. In contrast, some status offenders have good relationships
with their parents and teachers. We can conclude that social bonds play a critical role in juvenile delinquency.
Therefore, specific deterrence, along with general deterrence, is important. For deterrence of juvenile delinquency,
not only does the government need to improve the social environment and system of juvenile justice, but also
parents and teachers who have responsibilities for the children’ s lives need to give them attention with love and
affection.
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