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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop an attitudes toward dementia scale (ADS) and dementia knowledge
scale (DKS), and to investigate factors related ADS. The subjects of the study were 238 students. The ADS and
DKS developed were reliable and valid, therefore both scales are considered to be useful tools. Using factor
analysis for 15-item ADS questions, 4 factors were identified (“tolerance”, “refusal”, “feeling of distance”, and
“affinity”). Using Factor analysis for 12item images of questions on the elderly, 3 factors were identified (“emotional
image”, “activity image”, and “evaluation image”). Multiple regression analyses were conducted with dependent
variables of total ADS score and four factors of ADS, and independent variables including DKS, images of the
elderly and three factors of contact with people with dementia. Knowledge was significantly related only to
“tolerance” among attitude. This finding suggests that knowledge about dementia is important to adopt a tolerant
attitude toward people with dementia. “Evaluation image” was significantly related to total score of attitude and

“tolerance”. There is a possibility that positive evaluation for the elderly is related to a positive attitude toward
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people with dementia. Contact with people with dementia was related to total score of attitude and “rejection”,

This finding suggests that contact with people with dementia relieves attitudes rejection toward people with

dementia
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