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Abstract

Factors that determine formation of a mindset for independent/active participation in the community among
volunteer group members.

The purpose of this study was to clarify the factors that determine the formation of a mindset for independent/
active participation among the volunteer group members in the community. Self-report questionnaires were
administered to a total of 68 members of volunteer groups. A structural equation model of “mindset for
independent/active participation in the community” (<> means latent variable) was developed and tested by the
Amos 7.0 computer program (SPSS14.0).

The standardized coefficient for “mindset for independent/active participation in the community’ was shown
to be 085 (GFI=0.920, NFI=0.891, RMSEA=0.001) based on the three latent variables in the hypothesized model.

The very large effect of “mindset for independent/active participation in the community” held by volunteer group
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members was determined by “the thought of the community as being related to themselves” , which was in turn

determined by “‘community identity formation experience” .

These results suggest important experiences in the activities of volunteer groups contributing to citizenship

building: 1) experiences that would honestly solve problems of the communities, and 2) experiences that raise the

sense of community among volunteers.
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