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Purpose: To examine the current state and future trends of end-of-life care for the elderly, based on surveys
with staff and supervisors at nursing care facilities in Japan and Korea.

Method: Staff members feelings about death were assessed with the Death Attitude Inventory, and views on
care for the sick were assessed using FATCOD-Form B-J. Statistical analysis was carried out on 312 surveys
from Japan and 215 from Korea.

Results: Interviews indicated that in both countries, deaths at home are declining, with approximately 80% of
deaths occurring in hospitals. Regarding the nature of care, it was noted that in both countries, decisions are
made by patients’ families rather than by the patients themselves. In Korea, more than in Japan, interviews
showed that there is on one hand a tendency for individuals to wish for a natural death, while at the same time,
families tend to ask for life-prolonging treatments until the very end out of a strong sense of filial piety. Survey
results indicated that in Korea, care workers views on life and death are strongly affected by religious views.

In both countries, it was observed that there is a positive correlation between experience and positive attitudes
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regarding care for the sick.

Conclusion: How one faces the end of life is prescribed by the current state of medical care in one's country.

Also, there was a connection between religious views and views on life and death, as well as between experience

and views on care for the sick.
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