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Report of interview survey on TB to homeless people who were
employed in publicly organized special cleaning work and people who
stayed at shelter in Kamagasaki area of Osaka city
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Abstract

There is a public employment system of cleaning work for day laborers who are healthy and over 55 years
old homeless people in Kamagasaki area of Osaka city. They have to receive an annual TB screening. But during
the first half of 2013, ten newly registered TB patients were occurred among them. Administration and related
agencies researched how they had TB screening and how they understood about TB, and they got 853 answers.
We divided the answers into two groups. Group A is special cleaning workers. Group B is shelter users except
for special cleaning workers. And we formed group C which is people who stayed at shelter almost every day

among group A and B. Analysis of three groups showed that people of group B are young, never settle down
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in one place, often coughed and spited out phlegm, had less TB examination notebooks, nor understanding about
TB than other groups. People of group C were shelter users for over 5 years. Significantly, the number of people
of group B who came across people who coughed hardly at local facilities they used was more than other groups.
We came to a conclusion that there are four efficient ways to reduce TB incident rate in Kamagasaki. The first
is to strengthen TB screening of group A when they extend registration of work. The second is to require group
B to show TB examination notebook when they use shelter. The third is to build completely air-conditioned
shelter with HEPA filter that can prevent the spread of TB bacillus. And the forth is to educate the managers

of local facilities about the importance to prohibit smoking, divide areas for smokers and non-smokers, and set up

ventilate rooms.
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