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A study on living donor liver transplantation and news reports:
an exploratory study using text mining
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Abstract

While various ethical concerns have been pointed out, living donor liver transplantation is becoming established
as one treatment to successfully treat severe liver failure. Irregular circumstances exist in Japan wherein the
word on living donor transplantation has spread and become well-established ahead of organ transplants from
cerebral death. How did the media communicate this fact to the general society? The media used newspaper
headlines in order to attempt to clarify with what tendency living donor liver transplantation was communicated
and what contents were reported via keywords, thereby raising problems thereof from text mining. As a result,
a tendency was observed in which the recipients of living donor liver transplantation were expressed under
the concept of “bracing oneself” while the donors were being expressed as ‘helping.” The living donor liver

transplantation was conveyed as cooperation infamilies.
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