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Abstract

Objective:This study aims to reveal welfare commissioners preferences over counselors when they find an
elderly person suspected of dementia.

Methods:A questionnaire survey was conducted with 2,751 people belonging to the Council of Welfare
and Child Welfare Commissioners of Prefecture A on their attributes and preferences over
counselors on finding an elderly person suspected of dementia. The responses of 1,546 respondents

without missing values were analyzed. A cluster analysis—a type of statistical analysis—was
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conducted to examine possible classification of the respondents regarding their preferences over

counselors. Furthermore, a difference test was performed to compare the attributes of the welfare

commissioners among the classified gro

Results:The cluster analysis on the commiss

commissioners can be classified into four groups;

which have little counselors”

counselors in community resources”

the respondents as a counselor is “the regional comprehensive support center”

ups.

ioners’

“Group which have many counselors”

preferences over counselors confirmed that the
“Group with the high intervention will” , “Group

“Group which have many

. Additionally, it was found that the highest preference of

in all the groups

and that there are statistically significant differences among the groups regarding their respective

preferences over the predetermined counselors. However, a comparison of the attributes of the

respondents of the groups revealed that there are statistically significant differences only in “sex”

“Group with the high intervention will” had higher ratio of woman than other groups. On the other

hand, “Group which have many counselors in community resources  had higher ratio of man than

other groups.

Conclusions:The study revealed that each group has their own characteristics regarding their respective

preferences over the predetermined counselors. The issues that have to determining the factors of

the classification of the preferences over the counselors.
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Key Word : welfare commissioners, dementia, cluster analysis
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