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Prospecting social medicine in rural remote areas based
on the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake
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Young people attracted to the idea that it is
better not to be born

Masahiro Morioka"

Abstract
This paper presents an overview of antinatalism and the author’s views on several issues
related to it. Antinatalism is the idea that all humans and conscious animals should not be born.
This leads to the idea that it would have been better if they had never been born and that they
should not have children. First, some of the antinatalist discourse in the Japanese media in
recent years will be presented and examined. Next, we will explain Benatar's argument, which
has greatly influenced current antinatalism. We will also discuss the three positions of antinatal-
ism: the “pain avoidance type,” the “Russian roulette type,” and the “lack of consent type.”
Finally, we will discuss the arguments often made against antinatalism.
[Bull Soc Med 2024 : 41 (1) :12-16)

Key words: antinatalism, meaning of life
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RS 2011 2425 4268 3599 16686 5464 10275 4905 4255 5350
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The Current Situation and Issues of the Largest Post-war
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Japan: PTSD survey
and The Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement

Takuya TSUJIUCHIY: ?

Abstract

Although it is not widely recognized, the issues of internal displaced persons (IDPs) also exists
in Japan. We have to mention that more than 470,000 persons are detected as IDPs after The
Great East Japan Earthquake on 2011 in Japan. It can be said that they are the largest displaced
people since the world war two. The IDPs in Miyagi and Iwate prefecture were declined
steadily over the 7-8 years following this disaster, but IDPs by Fukushima Daiichi nuclear acci-
dent still exist over 50 thousand of people.

The author categorized the decade after the nuclear accident into following four periods based
on the number of evacuees in and out of Fukushima Prefecture and the government policy deci-
sions behind it; (1)Evacuation/Discrete Expansion Period, (2)Evacuation Order Reorganization
Period, (3)Cancellation of Evacuation and Promoting Return Period, (4)Forced Termination of
The Nuclear Accident / Abandonment Policy Acceleration Period. In this process, compensation
was provided for “mandatory evacuees” from within the official evacuation zone, but not for
“voluntary evacuees from outside the zone. Almost 10 years after the nuclear disaster, the
view that “Disaster has already ended” has been propagated by Japanese government among
society, and the basic human rights of IDPs in Japan are under threat as livelihood support and
housing provision for those who continue to be displaced has been cut off. The author analyzed
this phenomenon as “social abuse by structural violence”.

In 2022, the special rapporteur on the Human Rights Council of United Nations, Cecilia
Jimenez-Damary visited Japan to investigate human rights violations in our country. She
warned the Japanese Government, ‘It is important that in the exercise of the primary responsi-
bility of the State in the protection of IDPs, conditions are facilitated that would enable IDPs to
normally exercise their human rights. The discriminatory distinction between “mandatory  and
“voluntary” internally displaced persons be completely eliminated”.

Social medicine which has clarified the social factors of health, and medical anthropology
which is closely connected to people’s lives and livelihoods, should work hand in hand to conduct
research and practice to clarify the health hazards and human rights violations caused by struc-
tural violence.

[Bull Soc Med 2024 ; 41 (1) : 17 - 27]
Key words: Fukushima nuclear power plant accident, Internal displaced persons: IDPs, PTSD,

Structural Violence, United nations human rights council

1) Faculty of Human Sciences, Waseda University
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